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Dolphin Club suddenly rowing 


By Russ Cone 
Examiner Staff Writer | 

The long, hard row is just beginning 
for the historic Dolphin Rowing and 
Boating Club, which sustained a costly 
fire Friday night. 

What lies ahead for the venerable 
association of about 800 rough water 
swimmers and. oarspersons is an un- 
precedented expenditure. 

Club members yesterday. put aside 


_ this problem, momentarily however, to - 
entertain renowned University of Indi- 


ana swim coach James Sculls, who led 
some ‘of them.in a swim from Alcatraz 
to Pier 39 and then- back to the fire 
damaged clubhouse. 

Sculls coached two American Olym- 
pie swimming teams and ‘ast year 
became the eldest, at 58, to swim the 

English Channel. His time: 13. hours 
and 7; minutes. 

The Fire Department estimated the 
fire in buildings once occupied by the 


defunct San Francisco Rowing Club ` 


and the Dolphin destroyed $1.2 million 
worth of building. 


Savas Araboglou, concession man- 


ager i of the” Recreation and Park 
Department, says the Dolphin Club 


recently spent. about $100,000 on both ` 


old buildings to install sprinklers, safe 
wiring and a new roof. 

This was required by a 4-year lease 
signed a year ago with Rec-Park The 


lease also requires the club for the first _ 


time to pay rent — 10 per cent of its 
gross. This amounted to about $30,000 
last year for the Dolphin and the South 


End Rowing Club, another boxy relic. 


next door to the Dolphin, but un- 
touched by the fire. - 

Araboglou says the: Dolphin Club 
must re-build or forfeit rights to the 


beach site, appropriately enough, on 


Beach Street, which the Dolphin, the 


‘San Francisco Rowing and the South 


End clubs occupied for 40 years 

without paying 2 penny’s rent. 
Deputy City Attorney Burk Delven- 

thal, who prodded the brawny swim 


- Club veterans into integrating their 


membership by accepting women, 
recalls that the wooden clubhouses 
began as squatters on the a, 
shores of China Basin. 

Around 1900, he says, the clubhois 
es were barged to the foot of Van Ness 
where, once again, it seemed polite to 
let them roost, rent free-on city shoals. 


Firemen, some police and the wharf- - 


working stiffs of North Beach com- 


prised « than’ wier ‘fraternal - “groups 
which competed among one-another 
without fanfare for years. 

In 1930 The City wanted to con- 

Struct the municipal fishing pier “off 
Van Ness and it agreed to move ‘the 
boat houses to the present site, on the 
beach, between Hyde and Larkin 
Stréets. It took unti! 1938 to achieve a 
written agreement whereby The City 
agreed to find a permanent accommo- , 
dation “on a fair and reasonable basis.” 
-: Meantime, the clubs paid no rent. In- 
the post World-War II years, ‘first, 
Ghirardelli Square, then, the Cannery 
and many other developments prolifer- 
ated in the area, creating one of. 
America’s prime tourist- meceas and 
escalating real estate values. Yet, The 
Examiner. disclosed in 1968 that the’ 
clubs were still paying no rent: and 
were taxed on their real estate a total. 
$194.55 ayears::: . 

- Tanned - and barrelchested club 


- members wandered and swam curious: 


ly around the old ferryboat. which 


‘showman Barney Gould beachéd peril- 

r ously, near their clubhouses in 1955. . - 
‘When the state moved into the area’ 
“to. create -an old-ship exhibit. at the 


Hyde. Street Pier, officials complained. 


against the tide after blaze Ni 





that the old swim clubhouses were an 
eyesore and prevented tourists from 
spotting the ship display. 

Crusty clubmembers wielded oars 
when three bare young representa- 
-tives of the Sexual Freedom League 
“tried to climb a club wharf in August, 
1965. 


In’ 1976 — 3 Sandra Terzian . 


d the status | quo by suing to force - 


the clubs, occupying municipal proper- 
ty, to integrate, specifically, to allow 
female members. Delventhal advised 
the RecPark Commission to comply 
and in 1978 it adopted regulations 
‘requiring integration in all such opera- 
tions on Rec-Park land. 

Delventhal notes it was necessary 


at enr tx: excl Mille at 
Rowing Club for violating the intera 
tion rule. It’s facilities were then taken 
over by the Dolphins. | 
But Araboglou says .“all the clubs 
now have lots of women. The womhėn 
win most of the prizes.” 


irra reer 


